POLITICAL SCIENCE 4110, FALL
Research Methodology
Fall, 2008

Thursday, 11:30-12:30pm, RB 3046  

Instructor:  Charles Conteh, 

Office: RB 2041 

Office Hours: Tuesday 1:30-3:30pm (or by appointment)

Phone:  343-8791

Email:  cconteh@lakeheadu.ca
________________________________________________________________________
Overview 

This course is aimed at familiarizing students with various research techniques.  Its primary focus will be on designing qualitative and quantitative research, covering topics such as specifying research problems, structuring social-scientific inquiries, designing questionnaires, writing questions, and organizing data. 

Learning Goals and Objectives:  

The goals and objectives of this course are twofold:  

1. Students will be equipped with the knowledge and skills to design, conduct, interpret and report on research in the social science discipline.  

2. Students will be able to apply the above techniques in their own research, as well as designing research for any other course.   

Course Format

A. I will use class lectures to explain and illustrate the concepts, methods and techniques of research design and analysis.

B. Practical exercises will provide opportunities to illustrate and apply the issues and methods covered in the lectures. 

Grading
Assignment 1 – Five pages (Due October 9): 
20%

Mid-term Exam (October 30): 


20%

Assignment 2 – Eight pages (Due Nov. 27):

20%

Final Exam (to be scheduled by the Registrar):
40%

PLEASE NOTE:  

Assignment #1 will be a five-page (maximum), double-spaced essay consisting of a critical methodological review of three articles (on reserve in the library).   In assignment # 2 students will be asked to construct an eight-page, double-spaced research design.  (Further information and directives will be provided in the assignment).  The mid-term and final exams will consist of multiple-choice and essay-type questions.  
Assignments are not simply a test of your knowledge of textbook materials or lecture notes.  Rather, assignments will be geared towards assessing your ability to critique and practically apply the research methods, concepts and approaches discussed in class.  

Policy on Late Assignments

Late assignments will be penalized two percentage points per day unless you have an officially recognized and documented reason (illness with doctor’s note, etc).  Students will only be allowed a make-up exam if they apply for and receive a deferment from their faculty office.

Lakehead Policy on Academic Dishonesty

Academic dishonesty consists of misrepresentation by deception or by other fraudulent means and can result in serious consequences.  The following illustrates only three forms of academic dishonesty:

1. Plagiarism, e.g. the submission of work that is not one's own or for which other credit has been obtained.  

2. Improper collaboration in group work. 

3. Copying or using unauthorized aids in tests and examinations.

Required Course Text: 

Babbie, Earl, The Practice of Social Research:  Eleventh Edition, (Nelson, 2007) (Available at the University Bookstore)
TOPICS & READINGS
PART A:  INTRODUCTION AND DESCRIPTION

Topic 1: September 4

Introduction and Course Overview

Topic 2: Sept. 11

The Systematic Approach to Social Science Research


Babbie, Chapter 1  
Topic 3: Sept. 18

Paradigms, Theories & Ethics in Research 


Babbie, Chapters. 2 & 3
PART B:  RESEARCH DESIGN ISSUES

Topic 5:  Sept. 25 & Oct. 2
Understanding and Designing “Scientific” Research

Babbie, Chapter 4

Topic 6:  Oct. 2 & 9

Measuring the Social World: Conceptualization & Operationalization

Babbie, Chapter 5 
Topic 7: Oct. 16 

Indexes, Scales, Typologies & The Logic of Sampling 


Babbie, Chapters 6 & 7 

PART C:  SYSTEMATIC OBSERVATION & DATA COLLECTION 

Topic 8:  Oct. 23

Undertaking Obtrusive Research:  Experiments 

Babbie, Chapter 8

Topic 9: Oct. 30

Obtrusive Research: Survey Research 


Babbie, Chapter 9
October 30    Mid-Term Exam 

Topic 10: Nov. 6

Obtrusive Research: Qualitative Field Research 


Babbie, Chapter 10
Topic 11:  Nov. 13

Unobtrusive Research & Evaluation Research
 
Babbie, Chapters 11 & 12
PART D:  DATA ANALYSIS & COURSE SUMMARY
Topic 13:  Nov. 20

Analyzing the Data: Qualitative & Quantitative Approaches


Babbie, Chapters 13 & 14
Topic 14:  Nov. 27

Course Review and Exam Preparations.
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